
IN THE CLAIMS 



The following is a complete list of the claims now pending. This listing 
replaces all earlier versions and listings of the claims. 



Claim 1 . (Currently Amended) An image search apparatus for searching 
an image database for desired image data, the image database sto r ing containing a plurality of 
stored image data in correspondence with image feature amounts for each image data of the 
plurality of stored image data stored in the image database , said apparatus comprising: 

input means for inputting a search condition: 

display means for displaying a plurality of image data obtained as a 
result of a search, corresponding to the search condition inputted by said input means, of the 
plurality of stored image data contained in the image database as a search result, cor r esponding to 
an input search condition, obtain e d by a search of image data from the image database ; 

selection means for selecting image data A designated by a user A from the 
plurality of image data displayed by said display means as a result of the search ; 

image feature amount computing means for computing an image 
feature amount of the image data selected by said selection means; and 

image similarity computing means for computing an image similarity 
on the basis of the image feature amount computed by said image feature amount computing 
means [[,]] and the image feature amounts of the plurality of stored image data stored in the 
image database. 
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Claims 2-5 (canceled) 



Claim^currently amended): An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 
display means comprises search means for searching for the desired image data by designating 
attribute information appended to the image data, and 

wherein when a search is made by said search means, said display 
means displays a list of image data found by the search of said search means. 

I Claims 7-9 (canceled) 
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Claim'YQ^currently amended): An image search method for searching an 
image database for desired image data, the image database storing containing a plurality of stored 
image data in correspondence with image feature amounts for each image data of the plurality of 
stored image data stored in the image database , said method comprising: 

an input step of inputting a search condition 
^ a selection step[[,]] of selecting image data A designated by a user^ from 

[[the]] a plurality of image data displayed as a search result obtained bv a search , corresponding 
to an input the search condition inputted in said input step , obtained by a search of the plurality 
of stored image data [[from]] contained in the image database; 

an image feature amount computing step[[,]] of computing an image 
feature amount of [[an]] the image data selected in said selection step; and 
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an image similarity computing step, of computing image similarity on 
the basis of the image feature amount computed in said image feature amount computing step[[,]] 
and the image feature amounts of the plurality of stored image data stored in the image database. 




Claims 11-14 (canceled) 
Claim recurrently amended): A method according to claimed, further 

comprising: 

a display step[[,]] of displaying the plurality of image data obtained as a 
result of the search performed on the plurality of stored image data contained in the image 
database ; and 

a search step[[,]] of searching for the desired image data by designating 
attribute information appended to the image data, 

wherein the display step includes a step of displaying a list of image 
data found by a obtained as a result of the search performed in said search step , wh e n the search 
is made in said search step . 

Claims 16-18 (canceled) 

Claim , ^(currently amended): A computer readable memory that stores a 
program of an image search method for searching an image database for desired image data, the 
image database storing containing a plurality of stored image data in correspondence with image 



feature amounts [[of]] for each image data of the plurality of stored image data stored in the 
image database , said program comprising: 

program code for inputting a search condition; 

program code for a sel e ction st e p, of selecting image data a designated 
by a user A from [[the]] a plurality of image data displayed as a search result obtained by a search , 
corresponding to an in p ut the search condition inputted by said input program code , found bjra 
search of the plurality of stored image data from the image database; 

program code for an imag e f e atur e amount computing st e p, of 
computing an image feature amount of the image data selected [[in]] by said selection [[step]] 
program code : and 

program code for an image similarity computing step, of computing 
image similarity on the basis of the image feature amount computed [[in]] by said image feature 
amount computing [[step,]] program code and the image feature amounts of the plurality of 
stored image data stored in the image database. 
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Claim^Q^currently amended): An image search apparatus for searching an 
image database for desired image data, the image database storing containing a plurality of stored 
image data in correspondence with image feature amounts for each image data of the plurality of 
stored image data stored in the image database, said apparatus comprising: 

input means for inputting handwritten information: 
display means for displaying a plurality of image data obtained as a 
result of a search of the plurality of stored image data in the image database, the plurality of 
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stored image data being searched on the basis of [[input]] the handwritten information inputted 
by said input means ; 

selection means for selecting color information of image data 
designated by a user from the plurality of image data displayed by said display means as a result 
of the search : 

image feature amount computing means for computing an image 
feature amount of an image drawn in a drawing area, which includ e s having including the color 
information of the image data selected by said selection means; and 

image similarity computing means for computing an image similarity 
on the basis of the image feature amount computed by said image feature amount computing 
means[[,]] and the image feature amounts of the plurality of stored image data stored in the 
image database. 

Claim^t (currently amended): An apparatus according to claim^SQ* wherein 
the color information of the image data is selected by said selection means is selected by 
indicating one pixel in the image data. 

ClainTSS (currently amended): An apparatus according to claim "28* wherein 
the color information of the image data is selected by said selection means is s e lect e d by 
indicating a predetermined region in the image data. 
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Claim*8^ (currently amended): An apparatus according to claim^ft, wherein 
the color information of the image data designat e d selected by indicating the predetermined 
region in the image data by said selection means is an average value of pixel values contained in 
[[the]] a small region. 



CZ ciai 



Claims 24 and 25 (canceled) 
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Claim^S^currently amended): An apparatus according to claimS^, wherein 
the color information of the image data selected by said selection means is selected on the basis 
of an image drawn on the drawing area. 

Clainf&J (previously presented): An apparatus according to claim 20* wherein 
said image feature amount computing means computes the image feature amount of the drawn 
image each time the image in the drawing area is modified. 

If, 

Claim^y^reviously presented): An apparatus according to claim ^8; further 
comprising display control means for controlling a display of the drawing area within a display 
window displayed by said display means. 



o 

ClainvS^(currently amended): An image search method for searching an 
image database for desired image data, the image database storing containing a plurality of stored 
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image data in correspondence with image feature amounts for each image data of the plurality of 
stored image data stored in the image database , said method comprising: 

an input step of inputting handwritten information: 
a selection step[[,]] of selecting color information of image data a 
designated by a user a from a plurality of image data displayed as a search result obtained by a 
search of the plurality of stored image data in the image database, wherein the search being 
performed searched on the basis of [[input]] the handwritten information inputted in said input 
step: 

an image feature amount computing step[[,]] of computing an image 
feature amount of an image drawn in a drawing area, which includ e s having including the color 
information of the image data selected in said selection step; and 

an image similarity computing step[[,]] of computing an image 
similarity on the basis of the image feature amount computed in the image feature amount 
computing step[[,]] and the image feature amounts of the plurality of stored image data stored in 
the image database. 

it n 

Claim "58L(currently amended): A method according to claim^S^ wherein the 
color information of the image data selected in said selection step is selected by indicating one 
pixel in the image data. 
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Clain7lNZ(currently amended): A method according to claim*^ wherein the 
color information of the image data selected in said selection step is selected by indicating a 
predetermined region in the image data. 

Claim^S^Jcurrently amended): A method according to clain^S^, wherein the 
color information of the image data obtained designat e d by indicating the predetermined region 
in said selection step is an average value of pixel values contained in [[the]] a small region. 

| j^^laims 33 and 34 (canceled) 

Clairrf-SS (currently amended): A method according to claim^^ wherein the 
color information of the image data selected in said selection step is selected on the basis of an 
image drawn [[on]] in the drawing area. 

aa_ P 

Claim 56*(currently amended): A method according to claim wherein the 
image feature amount computing step includes [[the]] a step of computing the image feature 
amount of the drawn image every time the image in the drawing area is modified. 

Claim^^S^urrently amended): A method according to clainT^Sl, further 

comprisingi 

a display step of displaying the plurality of image data obtained from a 
search of the plurality of stored image data stored in the image database; and 
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a display control step, of controlling to display the drawing area within 
a display window displayed in [[the]] said display step. 

Claim^S^currently amended): A computer readable memory that stores a 
program of an image search method for searching an image database for desired image data, the 
image database sto r ing containing a plurality of stored image data in correspondence with image 
feature amounts for each image data of the plurality of stored image data stored in the image 
database , said program comprising: 

\ program code for inputting handwritten information: 

program code for a s e l e ction step, of selecting color information of 
image data a designated by a user a from [[the]] a plurality of displayed image data obtained by a 
search of the plurality of stored image data stored in the image database, wherein the search 
being performed searched on the basis of the [[input]] handwritten information inputted by said 
input program code : 

program code for an imag e f e ature amount computing st e p, of 
computing an image feature amount of an image drawn in a drawing area, which includes having 
including color information of the image data selected [[in]] by said selection [[step]] program 
code : and 

program code for an imag e similarity computing step, of computing an 
image similarity on the basis of the image feature amount computed [[in]] by said image feature 
amount computing program code [[step,]] and the image feature amounts of the plurality of 
stored image data stored in [[in]] the image database. 
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Claims 39-49 (canceled) 



Claim ^(currently amended): An apparatus according to claim 1, 



wherein the image data selected by said selection means is copied in a 



drawing area, and 



wherein said image similarity computing means computes the image 



similarity on the basis of an image feature amount, computed by said image feature amount 
computing means, of the image data copied in the drawing area[[,]] and the image feature 
amounts of the plurality of stored image data stored in the image database. 



Claim^ (currently amended): An apparatus according to claim"5t3* further 
comprising modifying means for modifying the image data copied in the drawing area, 

wherein said image similarity computing means computes title image 
similarity on the basis of an image feature amount, computed by said image feature amount 
computing means, of the image data modified by said modifying means[[,]] and the image 
feature amounts of the plurality of stored image data stored in the image database. 



plurality of image data displayed by said display means is displayed on the basis of the image 
similarity computed by said image similarity computing means. 
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ClairiTS^ (currently amended): An apparatus according to claiiffr^Q, wherein 
the drawing area and the plurality of image data are displayed in the same window. 



for desired image data, the image database containing a plurality of stored image data in 
correspondence with image feature amounts for each image data of the plurality of stored image 
data stored in the image database, said apparatus comprising: 



data displayed as a result of a search, corresponding to the search condition input by said input 
device, of the plurality of stored image data from the image database; 

an image feature amount computer for computing an image feature 
amount of the image data selected by said selector; and 

an image similarity computer for computing an image similarity on the 
basis of the image feature amount computed by said image feature amount computer and the 
image feature amounts of the plurality of stored image data stored in the image database. 



searching an image database for desired image data, said image database containing a plurality of 




Claim 54 (canceled) 




an input device for inputting a search condition; 



a selector for selecting image data, designated by a user, from image 
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stored image data in correspondence with image feature amounts for each of the plurality of 
stored image data stored in the image database, said program comprising; 

program code for receiving an input search condition; 
program code for selecting image data, designated by a user, from a 
plurality of image data displayed as a result of a search, corresponding to the input search 
condition, of the plurality of stored image data from the image database; 

program code for computing an image feature amount of the image data 
selected by said selection step program code; and 

program code for computing an image similarity on the basis of the 
image feature amount computed by said image feature amount computing program code and the 
image feature amounts of the plurality of stored image data stored in the image database. 
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